
 

DePaul School for Hearing & Speech 

The Early Yearsé      
September 7, 1908ñ
Pittsburgh School for the Deaf opens at the 
Lappe Mansion on Pittsburghôs Troy Hill 
under the Leadership of Bishop Regis 

Canevin.   
 

1910   School is incorporated within 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as DePaul Insti-
tute for Deaf Mutes 

 

1911 School moves to a new six acre campus 
location in Brookline and is renamed the DePaul In-
stitute  
 

1911-20 Four additional campus buildings 
are constructed (recreational hall, ñmanual trainingò 
shop, dormitory and physical plant)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

1925  The Chapel of St. Anne is dedicatedðbuilding also contains dormitories, classrooms, 
suites and dining hall: the academic curriculum is extended to 9th grade while vocational education 
continues through 12th grade.    
 

1926  Early ñelectro-mechanicalò state-of-
the-art hearing aid in use at DePaul; tabletop 
device weighed over 200 pounds and accommo-
dated 10 users.   

 

Bishop J.F. Regis Canevin (1904-1921) 

 
DePaul owes its conception to the insights, 
dedication and leadership to Bishop Canevin, 
who recognized the crowded cityõs need for a 
Catholic institution to educate hearing im-
paired children and the advantages inherent to 
the use of the òoral approach.ó Bishop 
Canevin sought and found the perfect partners 
in the Sisters of  Charity of  Seton Hill, leading 
them to the schoolõs first home on Lowrie 
Street and later providing a permanent resi-
dence as a campus was built in Brookline.  
Long after Bishop Canevin retired from his 
position in Pittsburgh, commitment to DePaul 
remained in his heart.   

 
Reverend Thomas F. Coakley,  
DePaulõs First Superintendent 

(1908-1936) 
 

Father Coakley accepted Bishop Canevinõs ap-
pointment as DePaulõs first superintendent.  With 
a passion and breath of  understanding inspired by  
visiting Europeõs most famous schools for the 
Deaf  in Rome, Paris and Bordeaux, Father  
Coakley concluded that in order to foster the deaf  
childõs total development, the youngster should be 
immersed in an atmosphere of  speech and oral 
language throughout the dayñin the classroom, at 
meals and at play.   

 

DePaulõs First Principals  
 

Sister Mary Cecillia Brown (1908-1914) 
Sister Marie Antonia McLinden  

(1914-1930) 
 

When DePaul originally opened in 1908, Sister 
Mary Cecillia Brown and Marie Antonia  immedi-
ately assumed a leadership roles.  Sister Marie An-
tonia, through various roles in addition to princi-
pal, dedicated nearly 50 years as an innovative 
teacher and administrator at DePaul School.  
Along with Father Coakley, Sister Mary Cecillia 
and Sister Marie Antonia effectively implemented 
the òoral approachó during the schoolõs first years 
of  operation.  

 

Celebrating a Century of Hearing Wonders & Speaking Miracles 

DePaulôs first homeðLappe Mansion  
in Pittsburghôs Troy Hill neighborhood 

DePaulõs Leadership 1910õs ð1920s 

1920ôs 

Sister Marie Antonia  

DePaul Institute established in 1911  
on a six acre campus in Brookline  


